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Inez worked as a conservation officer in Saskatchewan for nine years.  Following that she continued her education, eventually obtaining a law degree at the University of Saskatchewan in 1990.  She commenced work with Saskatchewan Justice shortly thereafter becoming a Crown Prosecutor.  In 2006 the Ministries of Environment and Justice and Attorney General collaborated to create a "Designated Environmental Prosecutor" position.  Inez expressed interest in the position and was successful in filling that role.
 

She "hit the ground running" due to her solid background in renewable resource management and enforcement.  She has also filled a role for Saskatchewan with the Western States Project which is an Association dedicated to sharing legal knowledge, information, experiences and training.   Below, I will list an example of some of her accomplishments since she acquired this position:
 

-She obtained the largest fine ever assessed with regard to illegal outfitting in Saskatchewan in the Meadow Lake area, where an Ontario resident was fined $174,000:  March, 2008
 

-A Manitoba resident was convicted of unlawfully purchasing Saskatchewan resident licences and hunting in Saskatchewan in the Hudson Bay area and was fined $10,050 with suspensions: May, 2008
 

-She obtained convictions for unlawful shoreline alteration on Wakaw Lake against 3 different people and companies receiving fines totaling $27,500 plus repairing of damages and restitution: June and August, 2009
 

-She obtained convictions for unlawful hunting and export of wildlife in the North Battleford area resulting in fines of $7,800 with suspensions: September, 2009
 

-A Rural Municipality in the North Battleford area was convicted of environmental violations and fined $7,000: June, 2009
 

-A fishing outfitter and camp in the La Ronge area was convicted of illegal outfitting and falsifying records and fined $32,100 with suspensions: October, 2007
 

-A U.S. resident was convicted of illegal hunting with use of aircraft in western Saskatchewan and fined $18,200 with suspensions: March, 2008
 

-A Saskatchewan resident was convicted of the illegal cutting of trees in the La Ronge area and fined $14,000 plus restitution: July, 2008 
 

-A conviction was registered on a large over limit of fish from Waterbury Lake by two Prince Albert area anglers with fines of $14,000 plus forfeitures, suspensions and probation: November 2009
 

These are just some examples of the excellent results of the work that Inez has been performing over the past couple years.  She has also improved the compliance and enforcement program within Saskatchewan through her training and support for conservation officers over the past ten years, even before she became the Designated Environmental Crown Prosecutor.  She has been instrumental in taking many serious environmental and resource cases investigated by conservation officers to a new level with the Saskatchewan legal system. 
 

One significant advantage Inez has provided is her ability to educate the Judges on the seriousness and impact on ongoing illegal enterprises, whether it be illegal outfitting, unlawful commercial poaching or serious environmental damage to  shorelines and riparian areas within the Province.  This work is paying dividends as is shown by the large fines but she is also making strides in alternative sentencing, suspensions, forfeitures and restitution.
 

One program which has benefited is the Sask Tip reward program whereby funds directed from convictions is returned to the enforcement program through Sask Tip to pay for information on violations.   
 

She works closely with other environmental prosecutors in other jurisdictions and the rest of the prosecutors in Saskatchewan and very capably represents the province abroad. 
 

I feel strongly that Inez represents everything the Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation is seeking in individuals in regard to this award.  In particular, I feel that she is a provincial government employee who daily demonstrates "dedication, courage, ability and expertise above and beyond the normal course of duty in managing and preserving Saskatchewan's natural heritage." 
          
 

 
